
HISTORIC VIRGINIA HOMES OF GENERAL R. E. LEE, ALL OF WHICH
ARE STANDING TO-DAY, THOUGH NOT OWNED BY THE LEE FAMILY ol

Btratford, Westmoretand county, blrthplace of Lee, and the ancestral home of
all the Virginia Uees.

BY CHARLES MARSHALL GRAVES.
General R. E. I.en had, in the course

of hla life, no lesa than alx distinct
liomeH In Vlrglnla. It ta a common
lnment nmong Vlrglnlans that so many
Of the Ktato'a splendid old manora

are destroy./I by flre or go to a sorrowful
decay from aheer neglect, and to

It ls slngular enough and dear to
the heart of the antlquarlan that every
house In Virginia whlch General Leo
occupled as hla resldence, wlth possl-
bly a aingle exceptlon, ls stundlng to-
day.
They are ".Stratford." In Westmorelaml

county, piaco of hls birth; "Arlington,"
scene of hla marrlage and for many
yeara home of hls happy weddod life;
No. 707 East Franklln Street, Rlch¬
mond, the war reaidence; "Derwent,"
Powhatan county, the humble llltie cot-
tage to whlch he fied for rest and re-

cuperation for the only few months
of Icisure In hls wholo lifo, and flnally
tho preaident'a houae at Waahlngton
and Loe Cnlverslty, whlch he occupled
a few dnya moro thnn flvn yenrs. and in
whlch ho dled. The' home omltted ls
thnt In Alexnndria. I do not know
whether clthcr of the cwo houses tho
famlly ocupied thero is atlil In exist-
ence.

Sturdy Old Stratford.
No place in Vlrglnla could hardly be

ijulto eo remotc as "Stratford," the stato-
ly and anclent parental roof of all the
Vlrglnla Lees. Tho houae, built ln
Ihe Bhapo of the letter H, atands on

x plctureaque bluff whlch rises on tho
south sldo of tho Potomac Rlver. The
first Stratford, built by Rlchard Lee,
tho first of the famlly to come to Vir-
CTlnla, was burned in the tlmo of hls
wn, Thomas Leo, carly in tho eigh-
tcenth century. Col. Lee, a member of
tho Klng's Council at Willlamsburg,
waa ono of the most popular men of
hls day, and whercver tho news of the
flre waa spread, generous hands were

rendy to glve ald In the rebuildlng.
No less a pcrson than Qtteen Anne,
his gracioua sovereign, aent a glft of
royal proportlons. The result wns that
the second "Stratford," that ln whlch
General Leo first saw tho light a cen¬
tury ago, and whlch, though considera-
bly battered, Is still bravely defying
the ravnges of tlme, was far moro
massive and prctentloua than its pre-
deceaBor.
The coat of tho house ls estimated by

hlstorians at $S0,000, and ns much of
tho manual labor In Its constructlon
was done by alaves, the far groator
nortlon of the stim, whlch wns princelyin that day, was exponded for Engllsh
brieks, hand-carvod mouldlngs, mahog-
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any furniture nnd costly decoratlons.
Such -walls are not seen now outslde
of a fortrees. They are three feet
thlck, and two ct-nturlns of wlnd and
weather have beat upon them In vain.
Broad Btepfl bad up to tho door which
faces tho river,

In the Brave Old Days.
In tho days of tho Leea, nnd espe-

elally of "Llghthorse Harry," of the
Revolution, thia nnclent door swung
open at the touch of every hand. Gay
were tho days, hrlght faces merry
laughter, muslc of the dance.to such
sounds nnd such scencs even tho heavy
old walls rang wlth thelr e.choes.
John Esten Cookc, in hla llfo of Leo,

draws thls happy plcture of Stratford.
whlrh ono iikp.1 to dweil upon.

"Here." says he, "had flourlshed
three Kenerations of Lees, disrx ns-
ing a profuse and open-handed
hospltallty, In each generatlon
some one of the famlly had dls-
tinguiahed hlmself, and attracted
the 'best company* to 'Stratford,'
The old walls had rung with merrl-
mcnt, the great deor was wide
open, everybody was welcome, nnd
ono could soe there a good lllustra-
tion of a long passed manner of
Iivlng. wiilch had thc merlt of
belng bearty, opcn-handed and
picturesque."
Of tho gay but wholesomo llfe at

Stratford. General Lee was to know por-BOnally very llttlr-; iJUt Who canestlmato-th_0 influenco of the belovedblrthplace, the old famlly homo upon a
man'B character. The hame of a man,the home of hls fathers, and his kins-
peoplc. is very dear to him and itatradltlons saered. General Leo cur.talnly loved Stratford vory tenderiy.When an old man he wrote thus to
f", yT!nJL !nf!y wh0 made a sketch ofhls blrthplace:

"I have Just received from Rich¬mond the two photographic coplesof your pnJntlng of 'Stratford.'iour plcturo vlvidly recalls scenespf my earlleat recollections andhapplest days. Though unseen foryears. every feature of the houseis familiar to me."

Always "Robert" to HimAA'hen Robert was four years old, Gen¬eral Harry Lee took his famlly to \l-exundria to reslde. very probaibly for thopurpose of affording hls ehildren bettereducational advnntngea than could be se-cured tn the country. And so GeneralLeo was destlncd to grow to manhoodnlmost wlthln Blght of tho beautlfulhome of Mary Custls. The famllles were
intimate. and young Lee was a frequeutvlsitor at Arlington. lt was during hlsschool days at Alexandrla that GeneralLoo became tho mainstoy, intimate com-panlon nnd comfort of hls mother. It is
an Interestlng fuct Uiat during the Leoresidenco in Alexandrla, the rector ofthe Eplscopal Chureh thore was youngAVIUiam Meade, aftorwards blshop of the
Diocose of A'lrglnla. Ho lt was who
taught Leo his catechism, nnd when dy-
Ing, cnlled General Lo.P to him and said:
"Robert, I ennnot oall you 'general', I
taught you your catechism too often."
Lee bocamo the ruaster of Arlington

GENERAL LEE ON TRAVELER
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THIS ILLUSTRATION IS FROM A PHOTOGRAPH BY IVMLEY, THE ONLY ONE EVER TAKEN, OF GENERAL LEE
WQUNTED ON HIS FAVORITE HQRSE.

Presldent'a houae, Washington and Lee Universlty, whlch General Lee occupled durlng flve years of hla prealdency of
that Institution, and. ln which he dled.

Arlington, whlch came lnto General Lee's possesslon through hls marrlage wlth Mlss Mary Custls, daughter of George
Washington Parke Custls, adopted son of General Washington and grandson of Martha Washington.

practlcslly from hla marriage with Mary
Anno Randolph Custls, only daughter of
Georgo Washlngton Parko Custls, which
oecurred June 30. 1831, two years after
his graduatlon at A'est Polnt. There
was then no placo ln Amerlca llko Ar¬
lington. George Washlngton Parke Cus¬
tls was the grandson of Martha AA'asli-
Ington and tho adopted sm of AVaflhing-
ton hlmself, nnd ho had inhorlted all the
AA'ashlngtnn plate, portralts and plctures
of every klnd, when the famlly resldenco
at Mt. A'ernon was broken up, and all
these. with Martha Washlngton's dresses
and all the precloua personal rellca of
the "Father of hls Country," -were at
Arlington, the prlceless possession of
Lleutenont R. E. Lee's brlde.

Night of the Wedding.
Arlington has thus been described as

it appeared on the night of General Lee's
wedding:

"Tho stately assemblogo never held
a happier assombloge; its broad por-
tico and widespread wlngs held out
open arms, as it were, to weicomo
the coming guests. Its simple Dorlo
columns graced domestic comforts
wlth a clasalc air. Ita halls and cham-
bers were adorned wlth the patriots
and heroes, and with lllustrations and
rellcs of the great Rovoiutlon. and of
the Father of his Country. AVIthout
and within hlstory and tradltlon

seomed to breathe thelr legends upon a
canvns as soft as. a dream of pcace."
General Lee Uved thero thirty years,

and there all his ehildren were born.
Early in 1861, when the war cloud llnal-

ly burst with the seces8lon of Virginia,
Genera! Lee found lt necessary to move
hls famlly from Arlington to the Whlte
Houso, another home of Mrs. Lee, on
tho Pamunkey Rlver. But tho realdence
here was soon dlsturbed by McClellon's
forces. and the famlly came wlthln the
llnes of Rlchmond's defenses. and ilnally
towards the cloae of tho war to No.
707 East Franklln Street, now the home
of the Virginia Historlcal Soclety.
Arlington was presently ln the posses-

WOLSELEY'S TRIBUTE
TO GENERAL LEE

Fleld Marahal Vlscount Wolseley, of
the Britlsh Army, whc was an observer
with Lee's army durlng aeveral cam-
palgns, v/rote of the great commander:

"Every Incldent In my vislt to Gen¬
eral Lee la Indelibly Btamped on my
memory. I have taken no special trou-
ble to remember all he sald to me then
and durlng aubsequent converaatlons,
and yet It ls stlll fresh In my recollec-
tlon. But It Is natural It should be so,
for he was tho ablest general, and to
mo seemed the greatest man I ever
conversed wlth; and yet I have had the
prlvllege of meetlng Von Moltke and
Prlnce Blsmarck, and at least upon
one occaslon had a very long and In-
tenaely Interestlng cotvversatlon wlth
the latter. General Lee was one of tho
few men who ever serlously Impressed
and awed me wlth thelr natural, thelr
Inherent greatness. Forty years have
come and gone alnce our meetlng, yet
the majesty of hls manly bearlng, the
genial, wlnnlng grace, the aweetness
of hls smlle and the Impresslve dlgnlty
of hls old-fashloned style of address
come back to me among the most cher-
Ished of my recollectlons. Hls great¬
ness made me humble, and I never felt
my own IndMdual Inslgnlflcance more
keenly than I dld ln hls presence. His
v/as a beautlful character, and of hlm
It mlght truthfully be wrltten: 'ln
rlghteousness he dld Judge and make
war.' "

slon of Northern soldlers, and was not fl¬
nally restred to the Lee famlly untll after
General Lee's death. Much of the famlly
plate and many of tha palntings from
Arlington aro now in the possesslon ot
General G. W. C Lee, at Ravenswood,
but I believe not all of the Washington
memorials which belonged to Mrs. Leo
have ever been givon up by the natlonal
government.
Of the Riehmond residence of GeneraX

Lee I need not speak, aa another artlcle
bearlng dlrectly upon the Lee memorials
in this clty appears elsewfewe in this seo-
tlon.

LoneJy Cottage Home.
I como now to n point In Goneral

I^e's life whiih has beon oftan over-
lookcd. Many people, otherwlse qulta
famillar wlth Lee's career, havo lost
Elght of or never known, the Interest¬
lng fact that for sowio months after
the war, he lved In a lohallty even as re-
mote aa Stratford. and that he sought lt,
apparently, wlth the purposo of pnssing
there the remulndor of hls days; cortalnly
nt loast as a placo of rost, and as afford-
ing a refuge from the outaldo world.
As aoon aa lt waa known that Genoral

Lee had reiturned from Appomattox hun-
tlreds nalled on hlm. Mothcra wlshed to
ask about thelr sons who had not yet
returned. and somp, strangers oven,
brought hlm food. hearlng a false roport
that his famlly was ln oxtrtuno want.
It waa imposslblo for him to get t)io
uuiftt liere that after four years of tho
lieavy burden of war waa abaolutely
nbcessary, He wns nlso anxlous to get
Mrs. Loe, now a conflrmed Invnlld, out
of tho clty for thji aummer months. Ho
aald ln a letter to General Long:

"1 am looking for somo llttlo quiet
Jiomio ln the WOOdB where I can proouro
sh.elter and my dally I'ood, lf purmlttod
by th. vlctor. 1 wlsh to get Mrs. Leo
out of, the clty as soori ns practlcal."
About thls tltne Mr». Elljsq,beth Randolph

Cotrlto, a gnuiddaughter of Kdtuund Run-
diilph, Wnsllington'a attoriity-geiieral, of-
fered Geiiernl l.c a-i ueaily What ho
wuuted an It was poaalblo !" Hnd. Slie
ioui on her apiondlil estate ln C'miihof-
land ccuinlv, ftfty mlles up tho Jaiiics
Rlver Yalley from Riehmond, u small un-
occupled cottago kiunvn a« "Derwont."

Tlie offer. dellcately and gracefully made,
was gratefully accopled. and General Leo,
acoompai.led by Mrs. Lee and thelr
daughters, Mlsses Agnee and Mlldred, left
Richmond Just befora sunset ot a day
near the end o* Juno.

Slept Under the Skies.
The Journey was made by horse-packot

on the James River Canol, and Captaln
Enmund Randolph Cocke, in a recent let¬
ter to R. E. Lee. Genoral Lee's son, saya
that tho bout captoin had the rnost com-
fortaule bed put up thnt night that he
could command, and thls was offered "u
General Lee. But tho soldlor hal>it was

strong. He preferrod to sleep on deck
under the open sky, and dld so, wlth hls
military cloak thrown over him.
Captaln Cocke concludos that this was

the great soldler's last nlght'a sloep wlth¬
out a roof to shelter him.
They left the boat at Pemberton about

sunrise tho next mornlng, and, accotn-
panled by Captaln Cocke and General
Custis Lee, wore driven to "Oakland,"
Mrs. Cocke's home, ln Cumberland. Here
the Lees remained a week, bonored gueats
of Mrs. Cocke, before taklng up theit
resldenco at "Derwent," two miies away,
on the somo eatatc, but across tho Hne
ln Powhatan county.
"Demvent" ls not a cottnge in tho usual

seruso of the word, with every room on
tlie ground floor. It ls two storlea hlgh,
of ono room wldth, wlth a hall runnliig
through tho mlddlo, giving two rooma
on each floor. Genoral Lee wrote of it
soon after gaing thore to Wb Bon, Captaln
Robort E. Leo, author of "Recollectlons
nnd Letters of Genoral R. E, Lee": "We
aro all well and establlohed In a, com-
fortable littlo houso in a grove of oaks
belonging to Mr. Thomas Cocke. It con-
talns four rooms, and there is a house
in tho ward which, when iltted up, will
glve us another. Only your mother, Agnea
and Mildred. are with us."
Tho houso ls In an excellent stato of

preservtlon ona tho grove of oaks which

WHERE GENERAL LEE IS BURIED

"Derwent," Powhatan county, the humble cottarja on Mrs. Ellzabeth RandolpH
Cocke's estate, where General l.ee sought rost after the war. There are

only two negatlves of thls house lr> exlstence, and thls ls tho first
tlme a plcture of It has ever appeared In any ncws-

paper. It Is now occupled by negroes.

CAPTAIN GORDON McCABE'S
TRIBUTE TO GENERAL LEE

Lee After Second Battle Battle of
Cold Harbor, June 3d, 1864.

(Whero Grant had mot such a bloody
repulso that hls troops rofused to obey
hla orders to assault again.)
"Such was tho rotrospect of this thirty

days' cnmpalgn to Lee, as ho sat in lils
slmplo tent, pltched upon the very ground
whence, but two years before, wlth posl-
tlons reversed. he ha<l drivon McClellan
in rout nnd disostor to the James; and
though Lee, the man. was modest, he was

but mortnl, nnd Leo, tho soldier, could
but bo nonsclmiB of hla own genlus; and.
havlng proved the matchless temper ot
tho blado, which Provldence, or Destlny.
or call lt what you will, had placed "wilhln
his hands, wo may bo aure that hla
heart wna stirred with hlgh hopes o£ hia
country's dollverance, and thnt through
these hopes hls pllant genlus was In-
splred to dlscern in each new dlfllculty
but fresh device.
"And his voternns, of confirmed hardl-

hood, wntchlng the graclotiB eerenity of
that noble face, conscious of the samo
wnrllke vlrtues which mudo him dear to
them, caught up and reflectod thls conil-
dence, remembering that he had declared
to them in general orders after Spotsyl-
vanla: 'It ls in your power, under God,
to defeat tho last effort of tho enemy,
e8tabllsh tho independenco ot your nativo
land, and carn the lasting love and grntl.
tudo of your countrymen and the nd-
mlratlon of mnnkind.' "

"Lee, lnformed of tho di.iaster at 6:10
A. MV, had bidden hls alde, Colonol
Charles A'enable, to rlde quickly to tho
right of the army arid bring up two brl-
gadca of Anderson's old dlvlslon, com¬
manded by Mahono, for tlme was too pre-
clous to observe military otiquette and
send tho orders through Hlll. Shortly af¬
ter, the goneral-in-chlef reached the front
in porson. and nll men took heart when
they desorled tho grave nnd graclous face,
und 'Travelor' stepplng proudly, as If
conscious that he boro upon lils back
tho welght of a natlon. Beauregard wns
already at the Gee House, a command-
Ing posltlon, 600 yards in roar of tiio
Crater. and Hlll had gullopod to tho
right to organlze an attacking column.

shaded the houso and Its dlstlngulshed
occupanta, shudes lt now.

In the Deep Recesses.
Tha place Is now most dlffleult of ac-

cosa, and aftor careful lnqulry, I rlnd tliat
no Mhotographs or sketches have ever
been ,token of tho house and grove, savo
two exposures I made on a trlp there
some months ago cnnstltuting, ns I am
convinced, tho only rc-presentaUons in ex-
latonco of a historic landmark of uncom-
nion and pathotlc lutareat. One of the
photographs is reproduoed ln tho accom-

and had ordored down Pegrajs^. nnd overi
now the llglit batterles of Brander and
Ellett were rattilng through tho towh "nt
a sharp trot. wlth cannoneers mounted,
the awoet, sereno face of tholr boy-
colonel llt up wlth that Klow which to
his men uioant liotly-impending light."'
Lee, the Ideal Christian Knight.
"Surely, it Is meot that with each recur-

ring year. the survlvors of auch an army
should gather together to renew old tiej
of comradeshlp. to do honor to tho mem¬
ory of the d"nd, to dlscuss tho great
events ln which they ahared.
"Thls Inat shall they do ns bocomes brovo

men.wlth no bitterness, no bootless rall-
Ing agalnst the mallce of fortune. but tem-
perately and- wlth chaatened prido. yleld-
ing generous recognltlon of tho soldlerlv
vlrtues of thelr old ndversaries, now their
fellow eitlzens of a eor»-
shall tho decorum of hlstory be preservajfl
and error be not perpetuated.

"It ls a duty. comrades, .whlch we
owo our own self-re3peut nnd man¬
hood, whlch we owo to our children,
which we owe to our leader, whoso
fanie shall ahino wlth added lustre,
when the true nature of hls diffieul-
ties ahall bo lald baro.when it shall
bo madu clear to all, to what measuro
Lee, the Soldior, stood in the shade, of
powers to which Lee, tho Patriot,
rendorod patriotlc obedlence. ., I

"Yet of this aro wo suro, that his
Is a famo which mallce cannot touch,
whlch florld paregyrlc cannot injure--
ii fame wheh may woll awalt tho vor-
dict ot thnt tlme ot' whlch hls ablest
forelgn crltlc spenks wlth such pro'-
phetic. confidence: 'When Hlstory, with
clear voice, shall recount the deoda
done on either side, nnd tho citizenn
of the whole Unon do justlco to tlio
memorles of tho dead, and place above
all others the name of him who,. in
strategy mighty, ln battlo terrlble, ln
adversity, as in prosperity, a horo ln-
deed, with the slmple devotlon to duty
and the raro purity of tho ideal Chrts-
tlan knight, jolnod all tho kingly
qualltles of a leader of men.' " ¦'"-*

(Captain W. Gordon McCabo beforoi
tho Assoeiatlon of tho Army of North¬
ern Vlrglnla, In the Capltol, Riehmond.
Va.. Novcmber 1, 1S76.)

pnnying cut. The houso is now oocupiod
by a negro famlly, the children of whlch
wore anxlous to "get in" the picturo.
General Leo was a resldent of "Der-

went" from June until Outober, ontering
upon hls dutles ns presldent of tho Wash>
ington Collego Octobor 1, 1S65.
Tho Prealdent's houso at Lexlngton was

soon mado ready for 1dm, and tlils be-
came hls homo for tho romalning ftve
years of hls llfo. Its broad, sloping lawn
and cool verandas became very doar t'6
hlm.a placo of retrcat and rest untll the
end.


